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These are a few pointers that might be of help if you are not familiar with Evening Prayer. This long-standing prayer service is found in the 
Book of Common Prayer. You can find a free electronic version at https://bcponline.org/ 
 
We invite you to have a Bible at your side and marked for the various lessons.  
 
Fr. Tim leads us as we begin on page 116 with this Opening Sentence: Jesus said, "I am the light of the world; whoever 
follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life." John 8:12 
 
We confess our sins - on page 116. 
 
We move to the on the Invitatory and Psalter - on page 117.  
 
We pray in unison the Phos hilaron - on page 118.  
 
Fred Alexius will lead us in praying Psalms 19 & 46, responsively by whole verse.  
 
Fred reads from the prophet Habakkuk (1.1-4, 12-2.1). 
 
We pray in unison the Nunc dimittis - on page 120. 
 
Fred reads from the Gospel of Matthew (23.13-24).  
 
We affirm our faith in the words of The Apostles’ Creed - on page 120.  
 
We pray the Lord’s Prayer in unison- on page 121.  
 
Fred leads us as we pray Suffrages A responsively - on pages 121-122.  
 
Fr. Tim prays the Collect for Sundays - on page 123.  
 
Fred prays the Collect for the Presence of Christ – on page 124.  
 
Fr. Tim prays for the Mission of the Church - on page 124.  
 
Fred invites our prayers and thanksgivings – on page 125.  
 
We pray The General Thanksgiving in unison – on page 125.  
 
We pray A Prayer of St. Chrysostom in unison – on page 126.  
 
Fr. Tim then ends the service with the dismissal.  
 
 
We will share in a brief, virtual “Narthex time” to greet one another following the service, when you can say hello to fellow 
parishioners. 
 

 
 

https://bcponline.org/


 
Readings for Evening Prayer 

November 15, 2020 

People pray/respond in bold. 

19 Cœli enarrant 
 
1 The heavens declare the glory of God, * 
and the firmament shows his handiwork. 
 
2 One day tells its tale to another, * 
and one night imparts knowledge to another. 
 
3 Although they have no words or language, * 
and their voices are not heard, 
 
4 Their sound has gone out into all lands, * 
and their message to the ends of the world. 
 
5 In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; * 
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 
it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 

6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens 
and runs about to the end of it again; * 
nothing is hidden from its burning heat. 

7 The law of the Lord is perfect 
and revives the soul; * 
the testimony of the Lord is sure 
and gives wisdom to the innocent. 
 
8 The statutes of the Lord are just 
and rejoice the heart; * 
the commandment of the Lord is clear 
and gives light to the eyes. 
 
9 The fear of the Lord is clean 
and endures for ever; * 
the judgments of the Lord are true 
and righteous altogether. 
 
10 More to be desired are they than gold, 
more than much fine gold, * 
sweeter far than honey, 
than honey in the comb. 



 
 
11 By them also is your servant enlightened, * 
and in keeping them there is great reward. 
 
12 Who can tell how often he offends? * 
cleanse me from my secret faults. 
 
13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; 
let them not get dominion over me; * 
then shall I be whole and sound, 
and innocent of a great offense. 
 
14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, * 
O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. 

46 Deus noster refugium 
 
1 God is our refuge and strength, * 
a very present help in trouble. 
 
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, * 
and though the mountains be toppled into the depths of the sea; 
 
3 Though its waters rage and foam, * 
and though the mountains tremble at its tumult. 
 
4 The Lord of hosts is with us; * 
the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
 
5 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, * 
the holy habitation of the Most High. 

6 God is in the midst of her; 
she shall not be overthrown; * 
God shall help her at the break of day. 
 
7 The nations make much ado, and the kingdoms are shaken; * 
God has spoken, and the earth shall melt away. 
 
8 The Lord of hosts is with us; * 
the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
 
9 Come now and look upon the works of the Lord, * 
what awesome things he has done on earth. 
 
10 It is he who makes war to cease in all the world; * 
he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, 
and burns the shields with fire. 



11 "Be still, then, and know that I am God; * 
I will be exalted among the nations; 
I will be exalted in the earth." 
 
12 The Lord of hosts is with us; * 
the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

At the end of the Psalms is said: 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

A reading from the prophet Habakkuk       (1.1-4, 12- 2.1) 

 
The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 
2 O LORD, how long shall I cry for help, 
   and you will not listen? 
Or cry to you ‘Violence!’ 
   and you will not save? 
3 Why do you make me see wrongdoing 
   and look at trouble? 
Destruction and violence are before me; 
   strife and contention arise. 
4 So the law becomes slack 
   and justice never prevails. 
The wicked surround the righteous— 
   therefore judgement comes forth perverted. 

 
12 Are you not from of old, 
   O LORD my God, my Holy One? 
   You shall not die. 
O LORD, you have marked them for judgement; 
   and you, O Rock, have established them for punishment. 
13 Your eyes are too pure to behold evil, 
   and you cannot look on wrongdoing; 
why do you look on the treacherous, 
   and are silent when the wicked swallow 
   those more righteous than they? 
14 You have made people like the fish of the sea, 
   like crawling things that have no ruler. 

 

 



 
15 The enemy brings all of them up with a hook; 
   he drags them out with his net, 
he gathers them in his seine; 
   so he rejoices and exults. 
16 Therefore he sacrifices to his net 
   and makes offerings to his seine; 
for by them his portion is lavish, 
   and his food is rich. 
17 Is he then to keep on emptying his net, 
   and destroying nations without mercy? 

2 I will stand at my watch-post, 
   and station myself on the rampart; 
I will keep watch to see what he will say to me, 
   and what he will answer concerning my complaint. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord.  

People  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
A reading from the Gospel of Matthew        (23.13-24) 
 

13 [Jesus said] ‘But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you lock people out of the kingdom of 
heaven. For you do not go in yourselves, and when others are going in, you stop them.* 15Woe to you, scribes 
and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you cross sea and land to make a single convert, and you make the new convert 
twice as much a child of hell* as yourselves. 

16 ‘Woe to you, blind guides, who say, “Whoever swears by the sanctuary is bound by nothing, but whoever 
swears by the gold of the sanctuary is bound by the oath.” 17You blind fools! For which is greater, the gold or 
the sanctuary that has made the gold sacred? 18And you say, “Whoever swears by the altar is bound by 
nothing, but whoever swears by the gift that is on the altar is bound by the oath.” 19How blind you are! For 
which is greater, the gift or the altar that makes the gift sacred? 20So whoever swears by the altar, swears by it 
and by everything on it; 21and whoever swears by the sanctuary, swears by it and by the one who dwells in 
it; 22and whoever swears by heaven, swears by the throne of God and by the one who is seated upon it. 

23 ‘Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint, dill, and cummin, and have neglected 
the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faith. It is these you ought to have practised without 
neglecting the others. 24You blind guides! You strain out a gnat but swallow a camel! 

Reader  The Word of the Lord.  
 
People  Thanks be to God. 
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