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From Fr. John

This Sunday’s Collect of the Day has a message that really hit me when I read it. It
says:

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray,
and to give more than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of your
mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us
those good things for which we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and
mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. (emphasis added)

Maybe I’m just speaking for myself and not you, but I do not think so. I think we all
have “those things of which our conscience is afraid,” in our pasts. You know, those

things that, whenever we remember them, redden our cheeks with shame (even if we
are alone when the memory arises).

Carl Jung, the famous psychiatrist said, “Shame is a soul eating emotion.” I believe
that Dr. Jung hit the nail on the head. But ... what does this Collect tell us? God is
always willing to hear us when we repent. And God is forgiving of those things that
shame us.

We should not let the things we have done in the past — lying, cheating, hurting others,
or any of the other myriad offences against our neighbors, stop us from living a life of
service to the Lord and to others, because, “The steadfast love of the Lord never
ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is (God’s)
faithfulness. “The Lord is my portion,’ says my soul, ‘therefore I will hope in (God).””
(Lamentations 3:22-24, NRSVU)

Peace be with you,
Fr. John

Faith(
ellowship TONIGHT - September 30

Holy Eucharist with Healing Service - 5:15 PM - Chapel

Choir Rehearsal - 5:15 PM - Choir Loft in Church

Dinner - 6:00 PM - Parish Hall - Still a bargain at $5 for anyone 14 and older!
Class - 6:45 PM - Parlor

Due to rising prices, an increase of $3.00 is being made effective Wednesday,
October 7. Price of dinner will be $8.00 for anyone 14 and older. If you are
interested in providing side(s), bread, and dessert, please sign up on sheet on table
under bulletin board.

REMEMBER: you can be reimbursed for what you provide or make a contribution to
the church. Receipts are necessary for either.

Episcopalian Slipknots
Saturday - October 3
10:00 AM - Youth Building

This group of enthusiastic knitters and crocheters meet on the first Saturday of each
month for fellowship as they make hats and other warm apparel for the homeless of




our community. If you are interested, plan to join them this coming Saturday,
October 3, at 10:00 AM in the Youth Building. Goodies and coffee are provided.

Adult Christian Formation
Join us in the parlor this Sunday morning at 9:15 AM as
we study the Gospel according to John. Bring a cup of
coffee, or your favorite beverage, and sit in. There is no
preparation needed to join in the discussion.
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Come enjoy a cup of coffee (water or tea) and fellowship in the Parish Hall following
the 10:30 AM service. This is a great way to meet people and catch up on what has
been happening.

i First Sunday Ministry Fund

FUND
Through your generosity St. James assisted 19 families with
$3855.79 towards paying utilities and rent during September.
The need continues to grow daily. St. James is known
throughout the central Louisiana area for following Jesus’s

precept of loving your neighbor through action. Thank you for

your continued support of this vital ministry!

Blessing of the Pets

The feast of St. Francis of Assisi falls on Saturday, October
3rd, the date of his death in 1226. This is the 800th
anniversary of his death. St Francis, who founded the
Franciscan order of monks, lived in Italy during the late
12th and 13th centuries. He is remembered for his
generosity to the poor and for his love for animals and
nature.

In his honor, we will celebrate with the Blessing of the Pets this Sunday afternoon,
October 4, at 2:00 PM on the Denley Patio (Murray Street side). All God's
creatures are welcome. Please have pets on leash or in carrier as needed. Please
bring a bag of dog food or some cat food to donate to the Community Breakfast or
H20.

Oktoberfest is coming!
Oktoberfest is coming!

SATURDAY—OCTOBER 10th
6:00pm - 9:00pm

The Parish Life committee is excited to announce that Oktoberfest is returning to St.
James on Saturday, October 10th, from 6:00-9:00pm! Featuring traditional German
food, drink and music, this year’s Fest promises to be absolutely “fantastisch”!

Tickets are $5.00, which includes all food and non-alcoholic beverages, and are
available in the Parish Hall following the 10:30 am service each Sunday from now
until October 4th, in the Parish Office until Friday, October 9th, and at the door if any
remain. Donations will be accepted, but not required, for any adult who would like
beer or wine, with childcare available free of charge.

Make plans now to join us for a night of food and fun on Saturday, October 10th,
and don’t forget your lederhosen!




October 4, 2026
The Nineteenth Sunday after
Pentecost

Worship Service 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM 4%
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Child care available for 10:30 AM

Click on this link to join the 10:30 AM setrvice.

Click here for the service bulletin.

October 4, 2026
Evening Prayer
Online @ 5:00 PM
Click here for

Order of Service AND
to join Evening Prayer via Zoom.

Parish Prayer List

Please keep these members of our community in your prayers:

Elaine & Billy Hicks, Harry Randow, Mary Elizabeth Adkins-James, Sarah Jafari,
Jonalyn Reynolds, The Guy Family, Massi Jordan, Gill Taylor-Tyree, Gary Wynn,
Simmie B. Anderson, Frank & Betty, Donna Bedingfield, Michael Haywood,
Shannon, Joann Noel, Rebbie Jones, Jacey Cornell, Fr. Craig Scott, Johnnie, Karen
Dean Ford, Andy Craig, Cindy Craig, Carl Carstens, Glenda Whitaker, Jacob
Williams, Donna Carter, Nicole, John Choates, Charlotte Sterling, Sue Ellen
Jackson, Fr. John, Helen Ajlani, Murel Trimble, Fred Alexius, Michael Sterne,
Tommy Watts, Michael S., Sara Marshall, Sophia Frey Bradford, Beth Courtney,
Jimmy Hurt, Pepe Rizzo, Wilma Filipi, Jane Y. Harris, and Mehre Hajighassem.

For those in the military:
Samuel Hayes, Luke Monk, and Benjamin Rogers
October (day)

Bo Prather (3), Ann Hall (4), Maci McCone (8), Ruth Weinzettle (8), Abbie Dubois
(12), Alex McCartney (15), Melanie Torbett (15), Jim Weinzettle (15), Daniel Manuel
(16), Frances Yeager (16), J. T. Norton (17), Mike Mikell (18), Martha Bolton (19),
Dick Crowell (19), Elliot Milliner (20), Robert Ratcliff (84), Amy Andrus (24),
Alexander Ewert (26), Roy Rosenthal (26).

Visit our Website

Digital Suggestion Box
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